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ASTRONOMER

CONVINCED
MELBOURNE (by

teleprinter)

— A
Melbourne astronomer

'unidentifiableobject

like a
rectangular

sheet
of aluminium'flying
over the southern

suburbs.

He is Mr. JohnW. Royle,

41-yearold
vice-president

of the BritishAstronomi-

cal Association'sVictorian
branch.

Mr. Boyle,who is a
cartographer with the
Lands Department,has
been interestedin
astronomy for about 26
years,but he saidlast
night;-

'I've never before seen
anything in daylight that
has been as puzzling to
me.

HAD OPEN MIND
'I have alwayskept an

open mind on the things

that peopleclaimto have
seenin the sky.Now I am
convinced that there is
somethingpeculiar going
on.'

Mr. Boyle sightedthe
objectfromSt Kilclaal 11
am on Sunday,January
3. He saw it for 15-20

seconds.

'My first impressionwas
thatit lookedlikea piece

of paperbeingblownalong
by thewind— butit wasa
calm day with littlewind,'

he said.

PURPLISH HALO
'As it rockedfrom side

to side,it flashedin the
sunlight like a sheetof
aluminium. Each time it
flashed, a purplish halo
appearedaroundit.

''I am certain it did not
giveoff any lightof its
own, and therewere no
vaportrailsor jets.

''It was impossibleto
estimate its heights, but at
the time I calculatedits
speedto be aboutfivede-
greesa second.

''Thatmeansthat if the
objectwere flyingat, say,
30,000ft, its speedwouldbe
about1800 milesan hour,
and it wouldbe about60ft
wide.''


